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 “My surroundings are really important,” Van Beek says. 

“It’s our creative space. The surroundings of the studio, the 

yard, the view definitely fuel the creative process. Just being 

surrounded by beauty is inspiring.” 

Van Beek’s designs were not limited to the architecture 

of the home. His gliding easel with interchangeable coun-

terweights is his own invention, as is his setup of brushes 

suspended in thinner, perpetually self-cleaning. His palettes 

of paints and drawers of supplies are all clustered around a 

big picture window that provides north light and jawdrop-

ping views. 

The yard, where the Van Beeks spend most Sundays, rain 

or shine, was carefully constructed as well. “I’m thinking 

about landscaping on a daily basis,” he says. “Every window 

I look out, [the landscaping] will catch the corner of my eye 

and I’ll plan for Sunday, wrestling with rocks and placing the 

Opposite page, from top: Early Snow in the Madisons is a 36- by 36-inch oil. | The 
adjoining alcoves of the studio allow Van Beek to stand back and view paintings from a 
distance as he works. Multiple rooms also provide wall space for displaying work. This 
page: The Van Beeks collect three-dimensional art to contrast the two-dimensional 
paintings that fill the studio space. These fired clay pieces reflect nature; the far-right pot  
has pine needles stitched in a spiral pattern. 
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latest additions to my conifer tree collection. Knowing those 

trees that intimately, knowing those rocks that intimately 

definitely helps me paint rocks and trees.”

Van Beek’s intimate knowledge of landscape and setting 

is what draws many to his art. “They gravitate toward his 

work,” says Pam Eggemeyer, owner of the Spirits in the Wind 

Gallery in Golden, Colorado. “Not only to view the style, 

the color and the lighting effect, but because his work has a 

calming effect.” Eggemeyer describes how clients often feel as 

if they have been to the exact spot depicted in a Van Beek. 

While his paintings do represent specific sites, there is some-

thing recognizable and familiar in all his work, whether of an 

unknown cluster of aspen trees off a deer trail in Colorado or 

the iconic peak of Mt. Rainier. 

The intimacy with his subjects comes neither by luck nor 

accident. Van Beek returns again and again to the majestic 

sights of the West. He knows every switchback on Glacier 

National Park’s Going to the Sun Road. He has more than 

a thousand photographs of the Grand Tetons. Almost every-

thing he reads is about early American history, particularly 

the West. Details about the Blackfoot and the Shoshone pour 

out in his paintings of Native encampments. 

The couple’s frequent road trips from Washington to 

Montana, Wyoming or Colorado are stop-and-go affairs. Van 

Beek may pull over for an hour or two to complete sketches 

and plein air paintings, or to take photographs. In the dawn 

and twilight hours, he is prepared for the frenzy of zoom-

ing in, panning out and changing lenses that is required to 

capture subjects in rapidly changing light conditions. “I need 

to know my subjects intimately, through different times and 

seasons, through my whole life,” he says. 

Van Beek’s love of place creates an intimacy in his work 

that collectors respond to. Scenes of serrated mountain peaks 

and sunlight glistening over Northwest harbors hint at his 

appreciation of Albert Bierstadt and Thomas Moran, but more 

than that, they show his appreciation for a place that he has 

both loved and been shaped by. 

Jenna Vandenberg has traipsed through (almost) every small 

town, art gallery and national park in the West. She lived in 

Denver and Las Vegas before returning to her native Seattle 

to write, teach, run marathons and raise kids.
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